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Today’s plan

▶ Go over workshop logistics & structure

▶ A few words of advice

▶ Troubleshooting R/RStudio installation issues

▶ Learn how to navigate RStudio

▶ Overview of packages

▶ Overview of directories & filepaths
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Workshop structure

▶ https://columbia-sipps.github.io/

▶ A day or two before the workshop, we’ll post files to the
website that you should download before it starts.

▶ Most of the time, this will include an .Rmd (“Rmarkdown”)
file. These files contain a mixture of regular text and R code.

▶ The files we give you will most often instructive text about
the particular concept/function/analysis you’re learning, with
space for you to fill in relevant code as we go through the
workshop.

▶ Shortly after the workshop, we’ll post an “answer key” verison
of this Rmd lesson file containing any code that had to be
filled in.

https://columbia-sipps.github.io/
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Workshop structure (continued)

▶ In some workshops, after we get through the main lesson, we’ll
give you a challenge to complete, allowing you to practice
implementing whatever coding principles you just learned.

▶ During this period, the workshop instructor (and an additional
TA, when possible) will be available to help with any
questions.

▶ Working on these challenges in groups is encouraged, if
desired!

▶ Challenge .Rmd files (+ answer keys) will also be uploaded to
the website.
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Workshop structure (continued)

▶ After each workshop, we’ll also ask you to fill out a
post-workshop survey. This helps us learn what you liked
and what you didn’t, and improve our workshops going
forward, so please don’t forget to fill it out!

▶ If you want additional help, you can reach out to SIPPS
instructors via email (contact info on the website) and/or
come to weekly office hours on Wednesdays (4 - 5pm),
after the Professional Development workshop.
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Any logistical questions?



Some general coding advice

▶ If this is your first exposure to coding and/or you’re feeling
nervous, be patient with yourself! Learning to code is
somewhat like learning a language, and it takes time to get
comfortable.

▶ Google is your friend! Even experienced programmers are
constantly looking up solutions. Learning how to look for
coding solutions online is arguably just as important as
actually learning how to code.

▶ Save your work often! Computer programs crash, and losing
hours’ worth of work is not fun.

▶ If you want more resources outside of our workshop, there are
a ton of free R tutorials online. See our website for a few that
we recommend: https://columbia-sipps.github.io/resources/
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